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«The Book of the Scoron.”

How oftea do we not see, either in the
yhetical notice sent out by the pub-
ilsher or in the notfice by some critic who

=lres to deal out unstinted priaise, that
such or such o work is *'The beok of the
spason.”’ 1t is mot, apparentiy, in the least
detrimental 1o the use of this title that
it is applied to about one-fourth of the
novels which are issued during any given
vear, nor does it Scem to pall LI}J(II.'.I' 1he
Trecause of much

publicher or reviewers
ognized as a classie, and

servies; 1t is oo
sp cannol be overnsed. Hence, its catho-
licity of application.

But thero is another, and a more evi-
dent use of the title, retrospective, or, at
least, current. This is when some lately-
issued work has won such hold upon the
affection of thie public that in sales and
M-

talk *'its name leads all the rest.”
ples not a few will vceur to any reader
who watelies th= movements of the lite-
rary marlket, and we necd not instance—
eed, i view of what we

which, would; ind
have to say, be a somewhat ungracious

task.

For we would ask: How
“the book of the season.” taking the title
as logitimately won in the last-mentioned

often does

manner, know a longer life than for the |

Rare-

geason of which it was the hera?
1¥

indeed, do those works of which the

during the first yvear of their exist-

enee, run inte the hundreds of thousands,

semes o be an unal-
terable jaw that the work of fiction which
credates the greatest furore will e among

the shortest-lived of its kind. 1t appears,

: and =lo
fall=

s i1 meteor;, and
And i1 falls

fulls to the darkness of

= a

veo 1o

utier obscurity,

Its author may maintain

popuiarity for a iime; but the book itself | |

15 hes of no mere.
The fact cannot, we venture to think,
e controverted. 1t remains for us to find

the reason, If this may be done,.  There is
an old =aying that “ona nail drives out
another,” and doubtless this is of appli-

cation here: but

af itself it will hardly
& to sceount for the ephemeral char-
aeter of popularity  displayed
works of fiction. It is true that, thanks
1o judicious advertising, “great novels”
foreed the
rapidity of sequence tl

by late

HELH o pullic with =uch

t ihelr very nums-
ber preciudes favorable memory of one of
their host; but this is not sutficient eause
for ihe total neglect that is subscquently
meted  out. noted that
many nevels which are not “books of the
remain with us 1 find steadily-
Neither can the phe-
nomenon which we are discuss
iributed to sudden and viclent changes of
1este in the public; as a rule, such change,

For it must be

ason,

prowing popularity.

ng be at-

when it occurs at all, s 4 gradual evolu-
steps are hardiy 1ol

Perhaps the true reason is to be found
in the fict that “the book of the s
aimost

tion wh e murked.

son'’
or fd-
1t is written
it deals with some
questlon of the time, or—most potent rea-

invariably s extranéon

vertitious ald to popularity,
Ira

4 young girl, or

son of all—it «Jdeals with some phase of

life' which is noval and thus

1t
its intrinsic

fiction
4 temporary curiosity.
ephimeral

in
(Lrl-ﬂsl:‘_‘_‘{ 1\'11'..‘:

SUeCeSE, 161 on

(o}

merits, but by intrinzic circumsiance.

Trkat this should bring success is not a

good sign of public sanity; but eo it s,

and so it will continue to bé until the

prblic learns to distinguish between in-

herent merit and meretricious glamor—

veiween terary abiaty and apiness for

adverusing. ;
- -

ASIA AND EUROPE. By Meredith Town-
send. G I Puntam 8 sons, New York.
Une of the mest imporiant contributions

to political literature has appeared from

the press of G, P. Putnam’s Sons. 1ts title

iz “Arin and Europe,' and its autlhor
Meredith Townsend, The vaiue of this

work at the present time lies not so much
In its deducdons regarding the Asiatic
and the European, but in the conclusions
reached by the author in his study of the
radical peculiarities of the dwellers In

will hive upon American infiuence in the
Eastern Continent. This statement will
appear somewhat extraordinary when we
consider that nearly all that our author
#ays about America is to be found in his
preface.  The thoughts uttersd by Mr
Townsend therein are, however,.of great
importanee, and because of his knowledge
. of the subject, arising from a life devoted
to i study, possess an  authoritative
value which we are not willing to accord
usually to dogmatie statements unsup-
ported by definite proofs, The scope of
the Look is of great width., and ecach of
its essavs contains much that is new to
most readers, and, for that matter, to
many students.  Mr. Townsend discusses
the influence of Burape or Asia. He then
glv a comparison between the effeets of
Istam and Christianity in India, and he
savs: "Mohammedan proselytism sncceeds
in Indian Decause it leaves its converts
Asinties still; Christian proselytism falils
in Indin because It strives to make iis
converts English middle-elass men. That
Is the truth In a nutshell, whether we
| choose to aceept it or not.” In the chap-
| ter entitled *Will England Retain India?”
of the author will provoka
who believe in the
in that
3 much space
tic character
ywiety. We have not seen
F: af illuminating chanters
upen ihis subject In any other work. Tt
appears to us that no student of polities
nr history ean afford to allow this hook
1o go unread hy him. : A P.B
»

S
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DICTIONARY OF PHL_.SOPHY AND
| PSYCHOLOGY. Edited by
Aark Baldwin:  The Maecm:llan Com-
| pany, New York.

After long preparation Dr. Baldwin's
“Dictionary of Philogophy and Psycholo-
BV ing from the press, The work

i is

of which it treats, but

the sl

of nces
by the genernl reader secking specilic
information on points in them. In the

iration of his work, which is to be
ed in three volumes, the first of which
before us, Professor Baldwin has been
=isted by £ " of KEaitors -which
contained the most distnguished special-
ists in phllosophy
£y, philol phyvsical science and mathe-
mental pathelogy and anthropo-
hiology and their allied studies. The
volume (that being reviewed) con-
tiins the division of the work beginning
with - A and ending with Lavy An
| gxamination of the pages saows that,
althought the erudition is con-
stantly in evide: the work is not
made so technieal as to be unusable by
the ordinary stude The articles are
r and well written, and will be found

i
is

=,

grentest

cie

exceedingly satisfactory for puryoses of
reference. T g

- -
WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA. Edirufl b%'
John W. Leonard: A, N. Marquis &

Con., Chi E -
W before us “Who's Who In
\ne jea’ for 19011902, Th work fills
; We

~ein oo field all its own,
sneyelopedias of ography—
4ua sone worthless—hut
wlhich is devoted
wely to comiemporary plograpiy, €
dng the names of all whose activi-
yre of & past day, though It be in_:t
For such a work there Is
and wide use. Not only are
.4 1o keep in touch with
factors that make up the
pal strenuous life, bhut we are
siven information of many whose £eT-
vices to mankind have not been sufficient
to entitle them to a place in a {:t’.l‘l.t:!‘:tl
vet whose work has an in-

a unigque plar
have many
allent
there but on

we there
the zc
{ sum of

biography, 3 ”
{ for us curing the time of its per-
snee. 1t is to meet the necd that

often felt ‘n his respect that that ex-
lent publication, *Who's Who In Amer-

[

(ic * was first ued and is now re-
issued in 2 re d and enlarged cdition.
1t i= a biograhpi dictionary of notable
living men and women in tne United

Every name which is in the least

io demand inguiry or information
aded in the 1,280 pages of blogra-

States.
likely
is incl

Asia, and the effect that such peculiarities -

James |

will be weleomed not anly by the students |

logle, athies, psycholo--

phy, and the informatlion furnished is
at once complete and briefl. The achleve-
ments of each individual, the reasons for
his or her notability, are given, together
with the chief events of the life-history
of each. The notice of each person,
whether widely famous or ' but little
known, Is strictly lUmited to the recital
mentioned; there is ne laudation, no erici-
c¢ism, nothing but bare facts. . This gives
the work the wvalue of unquestloned ac-
crracy. ‘“Who's: Who in' America'” is
cne of the indispensable reference books
of its time, P s

=z =

£
Edited by €. Hart Merriam.
Doubleday, Page &

AT.ASKA.
Two Volumes:
' Co., New York.
Among the sumptuous books of travel

derpiman’s  Alaska  BExpedition, ™ o w
i before us, must take high rank. The

]mr_»chanicul excellence of these volumes
| is worthy of special commendation.  The
binding is well done; the cover ls most
attractive In its sea-green and gold; the
paper used in the set Is of high quality;
the illustrations are lavishly used and
are of great variety, These ludter em-
Lellishments are worthy of special men-
tion; they ineclude colored plates, more
than usually well done.  photogravure
plates of the highest quality, and a host
of text flgures that add materially to
the value of information so attractively
presented.  The books before us ars is
sued under the editorship of a number of
distinguished writers, among ihem John
Burroughs, John Mulr, George Bird Grin-
nell, William H. . Dall, Charles Keeler,
Henry Garnett, William 1. Brewer and

M. L. Washburn., The general editor
{s €. Hart Merriam,
“Alaska' ds the direct result of the

expedition which Mr. Edward H. Harri-
man in the early spring of 1808 uip

for exploration in Alagka.  The co-opern-
tion of the Washington Academy of
Sciences enabled the projector of the ex-
pedition to assemble leaders in several
Lranches of governmental sclentific work
as well as experts in active professorial

life. The present resilis is not a dull
compendium of scientific date. It is
live story of the trip iiself. It takes

the Teader to Alaska; it shows him the
country, itz people and lts animais as
they are, and gl thiz with a fullness of
1il. a vividness af descripntion, and an
authoritativeness of statement that erus:
the book to bhe accepted as the mo
teresting and valunble volume in jts s
clal field. G, Wi Y.

- -

1 &
| THE MODERXN MISSION CENTURY.
| By Arthur T. Pierson: The Baker &
avior Co., New York.

The Rev. Arthur T. Pierson has al-
ready a large number of readers, 1lis
works, all on rel'gious subjects, number
a dozen. The present volume is per-
haps the most satisfactory of anyv of the
works of this auhor that have come to
our attention, ithousght all of them poss-ss3
interest and are fruitful in giod., The
purpose of “The Maodern Mission Centu-
v is to sum up the work that has
been done during the last hundred years
in advanecing the cause of Christ in for-
eign countries. The siyle of the author
is interesting, and, despite the mislead-
ing chapter-heads, ‘the plan ef the work
is satisfuctory. Our author commences
witlh what may be called an argument
for the foreign misslon work.

passes inte @ discussion of the character
which

the successful missionary should
:. and then sketches the wvariety
ions and the incidents attending
their ineeption and execution. In the
chapter devoted to the translation of the
Bible and io the extension of its use
among foreign nations we find many facts

of inter to the general reader. It is
| extraordinary that such good work of
translation as is shown in the 400 dif-

ferent languaged editions of the Bible
has been accomplished.  As onr author
savs:  “The marvel iz not that there
have been so many mi=takes or eonfeesed
fafures, but that they have not been far
mire numerous and honeless, If cven
1M a scholar as Dr S8ch=ff could, in
public prayer. thank God that 'we are
weshed in: the hlood of the Lamb.” ‘rars-
'i Jators mny be pardoned for absurd and
| comical idiomatic mistakes.” Mr. Pier-
| =e covers almast every fisdsaf 17
i

winck, cand. while we do nat
him in several of his statements. yet we
may on the wheole comm the oo K
to all interested in mission

THE GAGE OF YOU'TH. By Gelett Bur-

reas, Bmall, Mavnora & Co.. Doston,
We, are honestly puzzled what verdict
to pronounce on the littie volume of

verse entitled YA Gage of Youih,” by Ge-
lett Burgess. 1f we take the verse at its
best, we must aceord it very high praise;
if we take,it at 4ts worst, we must use
terms of renrchension. One thing is cer-
tain: Mr, Durgess Is one of the mnst
skillful  of . American versifiers. of . the
nresent dawv, In the mechanical portion
of his.art.he has indeed few equals. Look
at thiz stanza from the title-poem:

Youth's in the saddle; hot play for him;

He then |

! thing, so far

foden

Let them make way for him—Love and
old” Time and grim \Want;
Hark to his vaunt; gaze at the gage he
has cast
Who'll win at last?
God help him, what an array for him!
Tremble and pray for him! Youth ecan-
not die!l
This shows a mastery over form that is
as rare as it s admirabla,

Now listen to the little noem entitled
“'Childhood':
Fair as a stir, rare as o star,
The joys of a future lie,
To the eves of o child, to the sighs of a
child,
Heavenly far and high!

Fair as a dream, rare as a dream,
The hopes of a “uture sure
To the wondering child, to the blunder-
ing child,
Trusting and free and pure!

Fair iz the soul, rare Is the soul
Who has kept. after vouth is past,
All the art of the child, all the heart of
the child,
ITolding his faith at last!
That is poetry, and poctry of a very

gl order. Nor dees it stand alpne;
| ré other poems in the volume
w5 fine as this, If Mr. Burgess will

isms, as

sional vulza

de his oo
well as. his affeetation of Philistinism,
and will devote himself to his true im-
pulses, he should take very high rank
among Americian singers. I little vol-
ume is well worth reading, even as it is.
T.oA K.
- - £ ]
FICTION.

SHE STANDS ALONE. By Mark Ash-

ton. L. C. Page & Co., Boston.

Ar. Ashton has written an excellent—in
some respects an admirable—work of its
cluss,  From o literary standpoint the
hook has spme demerits which are fu-
tal to claim of high standing; it Is at
times yw in narrative, tame in inei-
dent, and utterly inadegquate  in style:

but, surh work as this cannot be viewed
literary
af

standpoint. Pur-
thought must he
which has evident
respects M. Ashton,
of SOme TArrowness
aige. I there Is but |
thought, it alwavs
high and eclear, and ths =oligious por-
tions of the book are vreversntly and
aquietly handled, with no nint of sensa-

from a
and tendency
ered in a4 be
il in these

(degerves grea
tle denth In 1

tlonalism, thot  bane of too many writ-
ers of relligious  fietion, “Ehe Stands
Aleme' iz very far from heing on  the

plane of “Ben. Hur,” with which it nat-
urally comes into comparison; but it is
nn less earnest and dignified in treatment
than Wallace's masterpiece. Esneclally
gomd are are lala’ in

the ‘geenes which
Britain, though the chapter entitled “Eu-

aie’'s Dream'’ is the finest in thé
B=T.F.

» L o
THE CAVALIERS. By Georze W. Ca-

Sans, New Yorlk.

T good worl; it is
exasperatingly bad work. Exasperating-
Ty, beecausce the story '_g—i\'t-s constant op-
portunity excells resulls and ef-

{24
which show-how Mr. Cable could hdve

CIRCUMSTANCE. By 5. Weir Mitchell.

The Century Co., New Yorlk.

Dr. Mitchell terms his new. book “Cir-
cumstance'; and it is hard to suy that
he was not inspired when he named it
It is purely circumstantial; it is a con-
glomeration of events which have o

i particular excuse for existence in the

Torm of fietion, which begin nowhere and
lead nowhither. Dr. Mitchell’s chief and
pet charaeter Is an adventuress—one Mrs.
Hunter. She i strictly, conventional, ex-
cept that she does not smoke clgarettes.
An adventuress who does not smoke ci-
garettes is an anomaly in fietion. and
thus far Mres. Hunter !s original. Other-
wige, she is very bad, indeed; it iz even
stated of her that *she had no belief in
doctors—had or good:" and one can read-
ilv understand how this was a damning
circumstance in tje eves of Dr. Mitchell
and is put in the book in order to show
the total depravity of the lady in'ques-
tion. She has, however, a redeeming
trait: ndventuresses alwayvs do have re-
deeming traits, and generally this con-
sists In love for a brother or sister. In
Mrs., Hunter's case it Is the former, and
the brother is, of course. a scapegrace.
The lady ambles through the story, mak-
ing herself and things in general as dis-
agrecabie as she can, which is the way
of adventuresses in fietion from time im-
memorizl. Of course, there is the excep-
tion of the old man whom she fascinates,
who .in Dr. Mitchell's book is mamed
Fairthorne, and whom she tries to poi-
son @t the end. However, Mr. Fairthorne
dies just as he is about to drink the pol-
son, which is congiderate of him, but
seems Lo serve no possible purpose in the
story.

The

remainaer of the personages are

| only to be described as deadiy dull, and

oceasional  touches'

written the book most admimbly, if only

he had not béen possessed of some de-
mion whieh nullified  every conceplion
and brought it to naught., And it is dif-
ficult to deline: the nature of the fault.
One feels that the story should be inter-
esting, and vet it lacks interest; that the
characters are well arawn, and yvet they
are vague and shadowy: that the con-
versation is Dbrisht snd clever. and vet
it leaves: the mind perfeetly blank of im-
pression. Perhans the trouble lies in a
sense of hurry and uncertainty: dMre, Ca-
ble seems himself to have had no re
rasn of either his incidents or cha
> and so0 is unable to give impre
of them. to create any illusion. The
portion of the story iz especinlly vague—
to us, even incomnrehensible: we epuld
Tollow neither conversation nor ineident
with any grasn of their relation to one
another.

The story Is of a portion of the war in
AMiesiseinnl, a4 the hero—thouzh not he
who tells th tory—is one Ned Ferry, who
is at the head of an organization called
Ferry's Seonts. We ure over and over
azain told that these scoufs are viry re-
markable men: but they never do anyv-
18 we can see. Ferry him-
self is intended for a noble character;
and sp e may bhe, if we canld anly un-
derstand him. The other chief character

in & woman—Charloite Oliver—a snr in
the service nf the Confederncr, who is
heloved by Ferry and loves him oin re-
turn. 3ot she [s anollv married. and

henen arise comnlieations—thovugh the ex-
act nature of these complications is hid-
fraom us. There is nlenty of fight-
ing in the book., but It all seems pur-
noseless, (‘harlotte’s husband, by the
wav, is twice sunnosed to be dend and
twice reappears: and his {inal fate is an
outrame unon the reader's feelines and
eredulity. AMr. Cable must do better work
than this If his enemics are not to iri-
umph. M. [, P AL

I e

in their depictton lies, as we think, a
charge of slander against Dr. Mitchell,
since he claims that they are representa-
tives of Philadelnhin society, There Is
no special siory. the book heing cntirely
fashionable in this respect W have
never heard Dr. Mitehell aceused of any
especial elegance of style, and he has in
“Cirenmstance’ given no ground for such

accusation, F. L M.
ety
ITARNA'S MUTINY. By Mrs. Hugh

frraser. Daoad, Mead & Co., New Torik

“Farna’s Muotiny'' is @ story of Japan.
but it is very far from being a Japanese
story. The charclers are REuropean,
and, except for mere mise en scene, the
would rarely realize that he is
reading . worls of fietion that Pretends
ta den? with another civilization than
that' whiclh is familiar to us. This is no
detriment to the interest of the novel;
rather, we mention it enly to prevent pu-
tative readers nf the bonk from heing
affrighted by the thought that thew are
tn be given wenrisome deseriptions of
Iife and manners among the Japaneso,
“Aarna’s Mutin:’' iz rather above the
average novel of the day. Marna, the he-
roine of the story. is a brizht and de-
termined Jittle hody, whom we soon learn
to like for herself and whose occasional
vagaries of act and sneech we readily
forgive. Betty, however, is decidedly
better ag a portrait; we have known not
a few Betties, though very rarely one

who, after vears of attempt at self-sale |

to a sufficiently h blddger, retained the
capagity for true feeling, as does the Bet-
ty of the story. Kilmorack, the chief
male eharacter of the novel, is—oh, well,
he is a man drawn by a  woman, and
therefore entirely out of drawing when
it romes to the suhtleties of delineation:
but he is no worse than the average of
such portraits, and will be accepted by
most women readers, at least, as being
true to mature. Tha rest of the charae-
ters are slight amd make little impres-
sian: though we fancy that Alrs. Mow-
: rather a favorite creation with
the author. We like the book as a
whole, contrasting it with others of great-
er pretensions which we have read this
autumn. and we recommend it to such of
pur redders s read entirely for amuse-

hrav wi

ment. 5. K.
- - -
THE STRIKING HOURS. By REiden
Phillpotts: Frederick A. Stokes Com-

New York.

» Btriking Hours' is a
short stories. or rather sketches. most
af them told autobiographically by one
af the actors in the inecident described,
and all but one written in the dialect pe-
euliar to the part of Devon which is the
scene of the story. The book takes its
title from a quotation from Dr. Martin-
eau, “God has so arranged the, chro-
nomelry of our spirits that there shall be
thousands of silent moments between
the striking hours,”” and the applicability

volume of

nf the title is at once discernible. There
are fourteen tales in the collection, VHIY-
ing greatly in merit and inte t. but all

possessing a certain chirm which is dif-
ficult of definition. Porhaps the best
of the collection is that ealled “The Red
Paose;" hat “Another Tittle Henth-Hound™:
and “The Devil's Tight-Rope' are al-
most as good dn their varying wavs.

Afr, Phillpotts' storiés are all of a quiet
type, even though some of them deal with
battle, murder. and sudden ceath.  The
pathos of the book 15, as a whole, better
than the humor thereof; but the latter
quality is by no means lacking, and Is
ndt of the bludgeon sort that wearies

after a page or two. Altogether, while
we see in Mr. Phillpotts no successor to
Mr. Blackmore, we recognize him as a
pleasant and skillful writer, and we can
cordially. commend his book to the gen-
eral reader. T De.

-
M: STRANGEST CASE.

& Co., Boston.

This is an exciting book. From the
first page to the iast the reader is carried
rorward through o host of excitung in-
culents to a cumax which, thouzh con-
ventlonal, is none the less sat.sfactory.
The story opens in Singapore. There
three Englishmen meet and plan the re-
covery of an immense treasure aidasn
in the ruins of o Burmese Tembl: in
this abandoned temple the advaiarers
tind i treasure of enormous value, They
have not time tg take it all, but esczye
from the treasure chamber with jewels
valued at almost a million £ LY
adventurer betrays the .oust D
him by the others, secures the jewels
.nd  flees. His sleeping vomrades are
attacked by the Chinese, 11055 T frar-

L. C. Page

ful tortures, in which Se>inis Lrdd
hns = tongue torn out by h2 routs, the
Fitwater iz Diinded, the sretensi ad
ventuw ers are turned leose in ths {orest

n le s pursged o [ et w2
cutpess  of the British aruy. (o
cdpes those upon his track nl aien
reaches London. All this forms the In-
troduction to the story proper. This

commences with the arrival of Kitwater
and Codd at the office of George Falrfax.
the detective.  The aim of Kitwater and
Cocd s to find Hayle, recover the jewels
of which they were robbed, and to tear
out the tonzue and blind the eves of
the thief. They engage ialrfax to find
him. Then eommences the hunt to which
the pages of the hook are devoted. Hayle
finds the detective upon his track, boli
and resourceful as he is he cannot shake
the human sleath-hound from his sport.
Tarn and double as he may, Fairfax
is always hot upon the =cent. The trail
Jeads in and out of the purlieus of Lon-
don and then across the channel to Paris.
Though baffled for & moment, the de-
tectlve soon discovers the hiding place
of the fugitive. Now the pursued turng
upon the pursuer. For a minute It
seems that vietory is in the hands of
Harle. The French police come to the
reseue of their English comrade, and
once again the bold criminal is forced to
fly. Pursuit is hot, The French and
the Eneglish police are hardly a day he-
hind him, and now Kitwater and Codd
join the search-party. It would seem as
if these two mitlated men could do lit-
tle, but the dumb leads the biind and
the blind speaks for the dumb. By

their persistent effort. spurrad on by their
in

thirst for vengeance they succeed
reaching IHayle before the police, and
as the officers of the law arrive, Kit-

water plunges into the sea with Hayle
In his grasp. Death to both and the
suicide of Codd ends the story. For
those who like thiz sort of a book fur-
ther recommendation of it is unneces-
STV C. A, C.

KIDS OF MANY COLORS.

Girace

By

Duffi= Baylor and Ike Aorgan: Jamlie-
san-Higgins Company, Chicago.
In the world of books there are few

products s0 common as books written
“*for children,” and no product so un-
common as books sultable for children.
There are those, of course, who will take
exception to this statement, those who
boast of their optimistic view of writers
of to-day; but if they will steal into some
child's nursery they will find that the
mother of the L.tle one buys it the sto-
Ties of writers now long dead; or, where
the child itself has its choice between
tae books of modern and earlier writers,
they will find the books of the later writ-
ers new and bright and c¢lean enoagh to
have been the possession of some angel,
while the Robinson Crusoes and Mother
Hubbards and other stories of long ago
are thumb-marked and torn some
of them actually devoured, as if the lit-
found them sweet enough to £E
this state of affairs? Thes
writers possesed the minds of
men and could comprehend, at least in
part, the needs of the child mind; while
many of the later writers of juvenile
fictlon seem as if they themselves had
not vet passed the period of Infancy. VWe
have before us a book for children that
is in marked contrast to the ™areity
of juveniles of to-day: it Is interesting,
it is amusing, It is a child's book suita-
ble for a child. The “Kids of dMany
Colors,"” by Grace Duffie Baylor and [ke
Morzan, will come as c¢lose to being a
substitute for a nurse as it is possible
for o manufactured article to bhe. The
pictures, bright in colors, plensing in de-
sign, amusing in subject, will employ
the attention of the ch'ld who is too
yvoung to read or understand the text.
The little bits of stories in verse will in-
terest the slightly older child if read to
him whila he has the rictures before
him: while  the- older child. and that
even includes the reviewer, will find the
book not only readable, but entertaining
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as weil. The variety of tho storles—
and they tell tales about little children in
every country of the wide eurth—alforded
the artist unlimited opportunity to vary
the drawings, and he has taxken advan-
tage of the opportunities. We are pleas
ed to review thus book, for it makes us
feel that there are at least a few who
believe that children of to-day im thels
needs and desires are much ag we were
in the éays of our childhood.
: G. L. B.
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WARWICK OF THE KNOBS. By John

Uri Llord. Dodd, Mead & Co, New

York.

Exactly why pathos should e mors
pathetie, humor more humorous, because
couched?in language of which the chief
characteristic .s o disinclipation to =peil
words in & manner which Is common o
the use of the cultivated or even educat-
ed, is a problem which has busied our
thoughts more than once. We have

not arrived at any solution thereof; yet

that these things are true is evident by
the delight which many people—and peo—
ple not lacking in either intelligence or
sultivation—find in the reading of éialect
stories.  Indeed. there are readers not
a few who eare for nothlog but dialect:
il you were to offer them a verb . por-
trait of a man of the proletariat, how-
ever Dbeautifully and sympathetically
drawn. who di¢ not misapell and mis-
pronounce the commonest words of the
English language, they could see in him
nothing but an impostor in the realm of
pathes or humor. We do not under-
stand: but we are compelled to afmb.
We see no merit in such works as “War-
wick of the nnohs'" which reports—and
probably with accuricy—a phase of life
which brings no true lesson, Warwlck,
the chief charmcter, by his stern theolo—
gy and practice contributes to the ruinm®
of .hié_i daughter.  FHerein lies the moral
which the author evidently Intended to

draw; but it ean apply ‘only to those
under ilar environment as his char-
acters; and will these read the book?

For :xl]_ others, the story can serve only
to _z‘-.::u:f:r & morbid taste. We can find
nohting to praise in conception or exe-
eutiomn. D. J. T.

LITERARY CHAT.

My Sou! Was Thirsty.
M soul was thirsty till she came,
My heart was hungry till her eyes -
Lighted love's fuel into flame
And taught me Paradis

[ hunger and T thirst no more:
Lo! 'tis a fount where honey drips:
I drink a thousand kisses from
The challce of her curved lips.
—Robert Loveman, in A Book of Verzes'®
Reprinted by permission.
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q:\dmimrs of Mr. Howslls will be grati-
fied to learn that during the current
month they may expect from him a new
book called “Fiercines of Fiction.”” The
book is to be uniform with “Literary
Friends and Acqueintaneces” and the pa-
pers of which it is composed have al=-
read, appeared in Harper's Bazar. In
the work Mr. Howells discourses omn the
heroines of many of the famous novelista
of old as well as those of the present
day. Mr. Howells’ method is to treat
the heroine of each novel as o eentral
point, to consider the story in relation to
her, rather than her in relation to tha
story, and to find the reasons for her ex-
istence aml iIndividuslity the=cugh the
courss and trend of the porstions of tha
novel, with which she is immediately
concerned. This method. as will 'be
readily seen, opens up great opportuni-
ties for critical study and removes the
work from the category, into which It
might otherw have fallen, of mere de-
tached moneographs of hut little Interest
or value. One thing may he looked upor
us abzolutely certnin: however the judg-
meat of Mr. Howells may be impugned,
his readers will thoroughly enjoy  hisg
boeok, Tfor in. nothing s the great
AEricall Teallst oappers inan tns
SpECIEs  OF Writing. cbe nos i
touch which Is little s th: Impera-
tive, and his verdicts n2re g in such
delizhtful manner that, hoswvever wa
ay dissent from thelr results, we are
und 0 be charmed with his manner of
statine them. We do not greatly risk
reputation as o prophet by foretelling
that every reader of “Literary Frisnds
and Acanaintances'” will eagerly welcome
and read its companion volume and will
find *“Heroines of Fiction'" delight-
ful as it predecessor.
-
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""Who is de Colima?'" This question has
t

mn
the

byl

a_tm- immediately followed the pub-
tion of a novel from a mnew hand
lima is o soclal parasite who figures

consnicuously in Jamea O. G. Duffs's
novel “Glass and Gold.” Under the gulse
of teaching Italian to the Four Hundred,
this Colima is a walking chronleler of
scandal, admitted into every house on
Fifth Avenue and its environs and into
exclusive clubs,  Fle collects all the gossip
he 'can and carries it impartially to his
patronesses. :

(OTHER [_ITERARY FEATURES.

I OUR COUNTRY. By Muorion Harland,
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less vivid. The stories of her soclal and
domesiie life collected in three pages are
but @ few of ithe many incorporated into

a life that spans the great gulf fixed be-

1w the then and now., My tales have
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with the dayvs that are no more,

‘The stories are ten in number, and run
the gamut of the human heart, Romance
and tragedy, humer end pathos, things
tangiile and thihgs intengible (otherwise,
ghosts) all have thelr place. Worthy of
special note are the opening story *'Dod-
der,’* At the Bpa" and “Martley.” The
stories are told in the author's character-
istic styie. ' 35

The illustrations are from photographs
nf the actuil scenes, and are a charming
addition to a delightful” volume,

- o .

elf. oW
Clugdy, 12mo,

HEBEEN

A THOROUGHBRED MONGREL. THE
TALE OF A DOG, TOLD BY' A DOG

Duilcld

s l

TO LOVERS OF DOGS T F-'*_-‘“‘“‘n
Towneend, . R. C. 8. With an intro-
duction by Frances Hodgson Burnett.

i[ New York: FreucTiCh s Doonea wwdes
I Dany. Cloth, speecial cover desigin 1o
| Price, £1.25.

mo,, illustrated, 175 pages.

¥or =ale by The Bell Book and Station-

ery Co... Richmond.

This unicue little volume is charming
in its originality. We have had many
stories ahout dogs—dogs have even told
| thelr own stories—but a story written by
|a dog ahout another dog is something
new in the world of books, The point of
;wview is of dnterest. since we ‘“humans’”

hiave an opportunity to see ourselves and
L our actions=., our faulls and our foibles,
as they appear to an intelligent dog. Mr.

Townsend has given us an  unusually
clever bit of writing, fall of light touches
of satire. of delicate humor and of pa-
thos. To see ourselves with ihe eyves of
a dog shows us “humans” up in a light
not always agreeable.

“Hett,” our writer, is 2 skye ter-ier,.and
has no sporting blood, for she cannol un-
derstand what *“humans' call “sport,”
and pours her scorn upon the so-called
“sport’ of “shattering to pleces bewilder-
ed pigeons ag they escape from  the
cramped confinement of alrless trans to
fly out into the open vault of the heav-
ens,’’ or of ‘'shooting down by thousands
the wild birds of the sea, as they float
'twixt the blue of the sky and ocean.
leaving them lifeless, tn rot on the sur-
face of the waves, or after days of un-
told suffering to be cast up as so much
sensitive refuse on the shore.”"

It is a most sympathetic little story,

Mrs. Burnelt has been mest happy in
her introduction: and description of the
personality of “Hett” and her diagnosls
of her mental attitude. The numerous
illustratiops, drawn by J. A, Shepherd,

showing deep feeling and serious thought.

all, the lttle volume is a4 gemm.
- <
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A MUNICIPAL PROGRAMME. REFPORT

OF A LUma U o U 1 Na LU -

Al MUNICIPAL LEAGUR Apop sl

BY Unp LeaGUr SUVEMGoR 1

s, Tocl et WITH HAPLANA-

DuRY AND wrHER FPaPons.  Sew

York. Published for the - Municopal

Leugue by the Macmillan’ Company.

A copy of Lnis word hus been sent to
The Times by Alr. Chnton Rogers Wood-
rull, of Philaaeiphia, secretary of the Nai-
tional Municipal League, who recently ad-
aressed  the  Coensatutional Cenvenidon
Committee on Cities and Towns, of which
Judge Ercoke iz ehairman. In ip is con-
tained the repert of the Committee of the
National Municipal League on the subject
of wumnicipal government, together with
the preopesed. constitutional amendment
and municipal corporations act, which is
the result of carerul study on the part of
a selected committee of the league and
which represents two years of thorough
fnvestigation and consideration of the
whole question. Mr. Woodruff thinks that
the principles laid down in the “Municipal
Programme’ arc such 1as to commuoenid
themszelves to those interested in drafting
a new Constitution for Virginia and com-
mends the work to the attention of the
members.

Municlpal government is one of the dif-
ficult problems of the age and the larger
our eouthern cities grow ihe more diffi-
cult thesze problems become. A muniei-
pallty is largely a business corporation
and {te business affairs should be conduct-
ed on business princinles. TWe have not
had time to give this wark under review
a careful read'ng but it apnears to be a
veluable contribution to municipal lltera-
tura and the members of the Consfitu-
tional Conventlon will do well to read [t.

Ay

HERB OF GRACE. By Rosa Nanchette
Carey. Philadelohla: J. B. Lippincott
Company. Cloth, 12mo., 440 pages.

are appropridte and well chosen.  All 18 | Miss

Price, $1.25.

Two__' genergt}oqs _'6!‘__ girls ha_ve -'enjo:\:ed
Carey’s. pure, wholesome &tories.

Evervihing from Miss Carey's pen has
been pure in morals: and,  while not
“goody-goady,” the tendency of her writ-
ings has been elevating. She hias writ-
tens stories of evervday life, showing the
beauty of unselfishn and other homely
virtues. She has written of that most
interesting of all subjects to dawning
womanhood—love—and has treated it sim-
ply und reverently as *“‘the gift which God
nas given.' While teaching no religious
dogma, she has inculeated simple faith
and the belief that since God's In her

Heaven, all's right with  the  world.”
This may not seem up-to-date . teaching

for the h Century™ girl, but
chese homely virtues make a firm foun-
dation of character.

In “The Herp of Grace” (which, being
interprecd, means patience) the author
ghows how o lover's patient endurance
bas its reward at last.

£ ®
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PRACTICAL OR IDEAL? By Jamces M.

Taylor, I B U 8 New - York:
Thomas Y. Crowell & Co, 12mo, 28
pages, white leatheretts. (Wike 15

CWorth While Series.) . Price, %5 conls.
The president of Vassar - nilege lwre
draws o strong conlra-: Letwoen ll;e
practical and the ideal,. snowing in what
i=e Lthey are inter-ralaad asul the
extent of their separate bearing upon
life, The ‘‘practical,”’ indeed, destroys
itself and its own special ends, he says,
unless it realizes more than can be touch:
ed or seen or measured; in other words,
there is really no practical that is mnot
also {deal—nothing ministers to life in any
proper sense unless it touches something
deeper thon what we generally mean by
‘he actual and useful. It is along the
llnes of this reasoning that the autho
draws some siriking truths. ;
oy » L : ;
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"HE GREATNESS OF PATIENCE, By

Arthur T. Hadley, President of Yale
University, New TYork: Thomas Y.

Crowell & Co. 1%imo, white leather-
ette, 2§ pages.  Price, 35 cents. :
This dainty voluma Is a late jssue- of
the “TWhat i= Worllh While!' zeries. and

_ahla wifa for his ssn,

consists of a selection from an acdn
denvered hy ‘President - hadley before @
graduating class, when he frst spoke ot
the “Greatness of Patience.”” The treat-
me]nt of the subject is clear-cut and logt-
cal,

aue definition of patience is so full of
elicouragement  to struggling humanity
that we reproduce it.

“Patience, in its highest sense, |is
spiritnal endurance. It means quiet ce-
-ermination in the face of discourage-
iient. It is characteristic of this kind
of patience that it is hardest for the best
and strongest men, because it seems to
involve a limitation of that part of their
niature which makes them best =..d
strongest, But the achievinent woich
comes through trial and fallure jis nob'er

in quality than that whi:n seems 10
come of itself.”
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THE PRICE OF A WIFE. By John

Strange Winter, author of “The Career
of a Beauty,” *The Other AMan's Wife,”
ote., ete. Fhiladeiphia: J. B. Lippin-
cott Comr~any. Cloth, 12mo., 259 pages.
Price, 31,25,

‘This well-known writer gives us in
“The Price of a Wife” a =simple little
love-story. While lacking the power
and dramatic force of some of fhe au-
thor's more pretentious noveis, notably
“A Name To Conjure With,' wyet this
unpretentious story is told in delight-
ful farhion, and will give pleasure 1o
Mrs, Stannard's many admirers. It is
marked by a wholesome freshness ot
tone, in happy contrast to the pessimis-
tic style so much [n vogue at present.

The motif of the story le so slmple
that it can scarcely be dlgnified by the
term ‘'plot.’’  Lawrence Murgatrord, In-
jured on the hunting-field, falls in love
with his pretty trained nurse, and per-
suades:-her to marry him secretly. His
wealthy. old father, believing in the old
saying, ‘Riches marry riches,’ selects, In
turn, several rich young women, any one
nf whom would 'be, to his mind; a suit-
Younz T.awrence

liszovers some fault in each fair mald,
uid the father finds himself on his death

bed, and his son, as he supposes,
married. Determined” 1o carry out 5
purpose, he leaves a will as follows: “To

my son, Lawrence, [ leave everything
of whieh I die possssd, on one condition—
that within two years of my death he is
married to a lady with not less than
twenty pounds to her fortune; * * * at
the end of two years, if he is not mar-
ried in accordance withy my wish, let
evervthing be divided between tha county
hospital at Binghley and the *Asylum
for Idiots.™

How the wily lawyer who drew up the
will, but who falls a victim to the charms
of the penniless wife, finds a loophole by
which the injustice is prevented, andd
Lawrence Murgatroyd and, his faithful
wife come into posscssion of their right-
ful home is best told in the author’s own

words,
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STEVENSON'S ATTITUDE, TO LIFE.
By Prof. John F.  Genung, New York:
Thomas Y. Crowell and Company.
Cloth, gilt top, 12 mo.; 80 cents. :
“Every heart that has beat strong and

cheerfully has left a hopeful impulse be-

hind it in the world and bettered the
tragitions of mankind.”” Thus said Rob-
ert Louis Stevenson, among other brave
and uplifting things which heé was so con-
stantly giving to the world. He believed
in happiness, not so much for perzonal
‘pleasure, as to create a circle of kindly
influence round about him. He hullded
wiser than he Lnew; for that blt of ge-
nlality is becoming infused throughout
the world of letters, just as did the bon-
hemie of Charles Lamb. Prof. Genung,
the well-known writer and lecturer of

Amherst College, has an inspiring toplc

in Stevenson, and he handlds it in an

inspiring manner. He gives many =
glimpse at his subject both by description

‘and quotation.'” 3
The letterpress of the book itself will

appeal to those whe like examnlas of nn-

usual tvpoeranh=. I 3

_Siates,” we use a singular verb'—Ladies
« Homa Journal.

THE MODERNS. A TALE OF NEW
YORK. By George Trimble Davidson.
New York: Fraderick A. Stokes Coms
pany. Cloth, special cover design, i
mn., 3Gt pages. Price, $L30. For sala
by The Bell Baok and Stationery Com-
pany, Richmond.

This is a story of New York life of to-
day. In the prologue the author gives r
most realistie descrintion of the terribis
Charity Bazar fire in Paris a year or two
ago, when so many lives were fost

The book proper opens with & dinnes
party in Fifth Avenue, and the author
describes for the readers’ henefit  tha
magnificent interior, gorgeous dresseg
and [lveried lackeys, which are the essen-
tial environment of a New York soelety
function.

The story is the olid theme of a young,
beautiful and wealthy American girl be-

ing =sought in marriage by a titled for-

eigner. The Duke of Montfort udes ev-
ery means, foul ag well as falr. to secure
the young beauty and her fortune. buot
his. rival, a ycung American artist,
blocks his game and in the end the duke
Is revealed in his true colors—an impos-

tor in every sense of the word, since ha

is only the valet of the former duke.
The plot s well conceived and welk

executed, and the elimax comes in the
last chapter, when the vengeance plotted

against his rival rebounds upon the mas-

querading Duke’s own head. The book

abounds in dramatic situations, which are
well sustained. The characters are bolid-
1y drawn and are significant of the varied
types which go to make up New York's
Four Hundred. 3
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tWwe should treat the term “the United

States” as we treat anv other noun

which, though plural in form. is some-

times plural, sometimes singulur in mean-
ing. In speaking of the United Stat

when we mean the several States we use
& plyral verb; when we mean the natlon,
or the sovernmental entity. which |
designated by the term “‘the




